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March 5, 2021

To whom it may concern,

I am contacting you to request your support for the Landfill Responsibility Act.

Waste prevention and reuse are acknowledged as the best actions for reducing Minnesota’s climate
impacts. Traditionally, recycling has received more priority and support, despite clear research
highlighting its lower benefit to the environment comparatively. State and local government goals,
resources, and notable portions of available funding options remain skewed towards recycling; however,
the Landfill Responsibility Act (LRA) is an important step.

ReUSE Minnesota is a nonprofit focused on bringing visibility to the reuse, rental, and repair sectors.
Our Minnesota members include both for- and non-profit businesses across the state. We hope you see
the opportunity the LRA creates for landfills to broaden their positive impact through waste prevention
and reuse for all Minnesotans.

The LRA builds partnerships. This bill encourages partnerships between landfills and waste
prevention/reuse businesses. Both groups provide valuable services to communities, but have not
historically recognized the need for collaboration.

The LRA creates jobs. ReUSE Minnesota recently published a report on how reuse creates jobs and
supports the local economy - in 2017, reuse generated $5.81 billion in statewide revenue and 55,500
jobs. This bill establishes a consistent funding source for new projects to expand and stabilize this
positive impact on the local economy.

The LRA is good for our environment. Materials and products require significant resources to
manufacture, which is why it is essential that Minnesotans embrace opportunities to reuse, rent, and
repair. This bill, by prioritizing these activities, will extend the life of the resources in items and reduce
waste and climate impacts.

The LRA is good for equity. This bill broadens opportunities for skills-building, training, and improved
access to services. Reuse businesses provide value to individuals in a variety of ways - affordable
access to rent expensive, high-quality items, extended use and enjoyment of property and belongings
through resale, repair, and refurbishment, acquisition of professional skills and specialized technical
training.

I am grateful for your leadership at the legislature and respectfully ask you to take a firm stance
on strengthening local jobs, protecting our environment, and supporting Minnesotan
communities with the Landfill Responsibility Act.

Thank you for your consideration and your public service,

Jenny Kedward, President
ReUSE Minnesota
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March 17, 2021 
 
The Honorable Rick Hansen 
407 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
 Re: Support for the Landfill Responsibility Act (HF1076/SF959) 
 
Dear Representative Hansen, 
 
I’m writing on behalf of the Board, staff, and members of Rethos who reside in Minnesota to ask you to 

approve the Landfill Responsibility Act to fund waste prevention and reuse programs across the state.  

These days, when a property owner wants to remove a building or portion of a building, the go-to 

choice is demolition. As the house or building comes down, its parts are thrown in a dumpster, and 
they are transported to a landfill. About 85% of those materials could be reused or recycled (Hennepin 

Co). 

Deconstruction is one alternative to demolition. Deconstruction means carefully dismantling 

buildings to salvage materials for reuse and recycling (EPA). Reusing building materials has numerous 
benefits. It diverts material from landfills and reduces our reliance on manufacturing new parts. It 

means we lessen our extraction and use of virgin resources, like forests. It can create new jobs and 
spur economic activity.  

At Rethos, we love to see buildings repurposed, restored, and reimagined. We know how sturdy and 
how adaptable old building materials are. We have long advocated for the funding of deconstruction 

and reuse programs to prevent further expansion of landfills. While there are numerous ways to slow 
this expansion, deconstruction is an effective method to reduce input from one of the largest 

contributing sectors. Waste reduction does not happen without community buy-in, political will, and 
trained experts. Rethos is committed to driving this possibility forward. 

I am writing to urge you to vote in favor of the Landfill Responsibility Act (HF1076/SF959), part of the 
Governor’s larger environment and natural resources budget bill. Enacting the LRA will fund waste 

prevention programs, like deconstruction, which will promote reuse and shrink the overall carbon 
footprint of the state. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Riley Gage, Policy Associate 

 

Sources Cited:  
Hennepin County: https://www.hennepin.us/salvage 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: 
https://www.epa.gov/smm/sustainable-management-construction-and-demolition-materials 
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The amount of solid waste sent to landfills in Minnesota is still growing and the demand for 
new and larger landfills is an ongoing problem. Landfills are expensive long-term problems that 
require decades of monitoring and maintenance to ensure they do not contaminate our ground 
water and drinking water. In addition, the climate benefits of reducing waste and reliance on 
landfills are well established.  
 
Landfills currently have no formal incentives to reduce the amount of waste they receive. The 
MPCA has proposed the Landfill Responsibility Act to incentivize waste reduction and decrease 
reliance on landfilling. We support the goals and innovative approach of this initiative as well as 
ongoing support for local government reuse, recycling and composting programs.  
 
There are many other proposals in the FY 2022-2023 MPCA budget from Governor Walz and Lt. 
Governor Flanagan that are broadly supported by Conservation Minnesota and the entire 
environmental community; and we are grateful to be able to point out three proposals we think 
will make a lasting positive impact on the lives of Minnesotans.  We thank this committee for 
the good work you do on behalf of all Minnesotans and we look forward to supporting these 
proposals as they work through the 2021 legislative session. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Nels Paulsen  
Policy Director  
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